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Alzheimer's Gets New Galantamine Drug
— Newly approved prodrug has dual mechanism of action to improve
tolerability
by Judy George, Deputy Managing Editor, MedPage Today,
July 30, 2024
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The FDA approved oral benzgalantamine (Zunveyl) to

dystrophy?
treat symptoms of mild-to-moderate Alzheimer's

disease, Alpha Cognition announced on Monday. O Variants of the DMD gene

, _ located on the X chromosome
A prodrug of galantamine and an acetylcholinesterase

inhibitor (AChEI), benzgalantamine has a dual Q Variants of the DMD gene
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absorption in the gastrointestinal (Gl) tract and () Its cause is unknown

potentially improve tolerability.

Galantamine was approved in 2001 as Razadyne to

treat Alzheimer's symptoms. It is available in several

generic formulations and sometimes is purchased as
dietary supplements.
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Concomitant use of benzodiazepines, including
NAYZILAM, and opioids may result in profound sedation,
respiratory depression, coma, and death. The use of LOS ANGELES TIMES
benzodiazepines, including NAYZILAM, exposes users to . . . ..
risks of abuse, misuse, and addiction, which can lead to California vs. Florida: The surprising
Full Prescribing_Information Important Safety Information answer to which handled COVID better
BECKER'S HOSPITAL REVIEW
Galantamine is thought to work by elevating Flu hospitalizations climb for 3rd week in
acetylcholine levels in the brain to improve memory a row: 7 notes
and cognitive function. Unlike the recently approved CBS NEWS
anti-amyloid drugs lecanemab (Legembi) and COVID variant BA.2.86 triples in new CDC
donanemab (Kisunla), galantamine is not designed to estimates, now 8.8% of cases

modify the Alzheimer's disease course.

Due to its prodrug properties, benzgalantamine is
converted into the active moiety of galantamine after
it passes through the Gl tract. "We have always
believed in the efficacy of galantamine but have been
limited in its use due to tolerability issues,’ said Elaine
Peskind, MD, of the University of Washington School of
Medicine in Seattle, in an Alpha Cognition press release.
"To now have an agent with the efficacy of
galantamine, but that also offers the hope of better
tolerability, will provide physicians a great option to
treat patients.’

Benzgalantamine's approval was based on data from
three bioavailability studies that showed its
bioequivalence and tolerability versus galantamine
immediate-release tablets and extended-release
capsules. Gl adverse events (AEs) in benzgalantamine
studies were less than 2% and no insomnia was
observed, Alpha Cognition said.

Prescribing information for benzgalantamine states
that AEs reported with galantamine tablets include
nausea, vomiting, diarrhea, dizziness, headache, and
decreased appetite. Warnings and precautions for
galantamine include serious skin reactions,
cardiovascular conduction effects, and pulmonary or
bladder AEs. Galantamine may interfere with the
activity of anticholinergic medications.

Benzgalantamine will be available by prescription in
the first quarter of 2025, Alpha Cognition said.

Judy George covers neurology and neuroscience news for MedPage Today, writing
about brain aging, Alzheimer's, dementia, MS, rare diseases, epilepsy, autism,

headache, stroke, Parkinson's, ALS, concussion, CTE, sleep, pain, and more. Follow
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Comprehensive Care for People With HIV: Navigating
Comorbidities and Polypharmacy

Join this satellite symposium, either in-person or via livestream.

Wednesday, October 16, 2024 at 7:00 AM PT

»

REGISTER NOW!

FREE 1.75 CME/CE

OVERVIEW

The substantial burden of multimorbidity and polypharmacy among people with HIV complicates treatment decision-
making to support lifelong wellness.

Join us in person in Los Angeles or via livestream for an interactive symposium during IDWeek™ 2024 where an expert
panel featuring Dr. Paul Sax, Dr. Monica Gandhi, Dr. Michelle Cespedes, and Dr. Jennifer Cocohoba will discuss complex
cases and reflect on real-world experiences.

Don't miss out on:
 Expert-led guidance through treatment decisions for people with HIV facing common comorbid conditions
o Case-based application of the latest data and guideline recommendations

» Real-world testimonials from people with HIV sharing their lived experiences and challenges managing
comorbidities

FACULTY

Speaker Speaker
Michelle S. Cespedes, MD, MS Monica Gandhi, MD, MPH

Professor of Medicine Professor of Medicine
Division of Infectious Diseases Associate Division Chief (Clinical Operations/Education)
lcahn School of Medicine at Mount Sinai Division of HIV, Infectious Diseases, and Global Medicine
New York, NY UCSF and San Francisco General Hospital
San Francisco, CA

Speaker Speaker & Moderator
Paul E Sax, MD Jennifer Cocohoba, PharmbD, MAS, AAHIVP

Professor of Medicine Professor, Department of Clinical Pharmacy
Harvard Medical School University of California San Francisco School of Pharmacy
Clinical Director, HIV Program and Division of Infectious Clinical Pharmacist, UCSF Women's HIV Program
BIEERES San Francisco, CA
Brigham and Women's Hospital
Boston, MA

P ti,m E This activity is provided by PRIME Education. There is no fee to participate. This activity is supported by an
M educational grant from Merck Sharp & Dohme LLC.
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